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				Luke Skywalker and Obi-wan Kenobi blasted off into space with Han Solo aboard the pirate freighter, the Millennium Falcon. They were charted for lightspeed passage to the rebel out-post on the planet Alderaan at a far corner of the galactic heavens. But first they had to rescue Princess Leia from Governor Tarkin and Darth Vader on the Death Star.

				A Supernatural Relationship

				In many ways the Church is like that small band of religious zeal-ots aboard the Millennium Falcon. Just as Obi-wan Kenobi gave them leadership, in the name of the Force, so did Jesus Christ, acting in the name and will of God the Father, serve—and contin-ues to serve—as the head of His mystic body, the Church (Colos-sians 1:18; Ephesians 1:22, 5:24). Even after Kenobi died for his 
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				disciples, he continued to function as their spiritual counselor, as evidenced by his supernatural return to give guidance to young Luke. While Christ died to save His Church from Satan’s hold, He continues to love, nourish and cherish it (Acts 20:28; Ephe-sians 5:23-29. See also 1 Corinthians 6:11).

				A Call to Heavenly Place

				Like the remnant aboard the Millennium Falcon, the Church also has been called to heavenly places: “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things” (Colossians 3:1, 2).

				The Christian walk is truly a daring, out-of-this-world ad-venture! There are scary hazards, to be sure. Satan and his de-mons, the temptations to sin, and physical death, but Jesus holds authority and power over all these. Through His resurrection from the dead, He has given His believers victory over Satan, sin and death.

				Even as Christians are out in the world, they do not con-form to the world, but rather strive for holiness, patterning their lives after the perfect man, Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:4, 2:21, 4:13, 5:27). Their primary calling is to praise and glorify Christ (Ephesians 1:6, 3:21).

				The Great Commission

				Next to worshiping Jesus Christ, the most important thing a Christian can do is to preach the good news of Christ, wherever he goes. It is an interesting parallel that while Obi-wan Kenobi returned in the spirit to give direction to young Luke, the Holy Spirit of God has been sent to indwell Christians, giving them untold comfort, understanding, wisdom, strength and power—and especially to be witnesses for Jesus Christ throughout the world (John 14:26; Acts 1:8).

				On another occasion, Christ gave to His Church what has become known as the Great Commission:

				“‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
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				Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I will be with you always, to the very end of the age’” (Matthew 28:18-20).

				For more than twenty centuries, Christ’s Church has been carrying out this daring mission to reach the world with the gos-pel. Untold millions of believers have died the death of mar-tyrs because of their faith and for helping to carry out the Great Commission. Nations have gone to war over the fervent efforts of Christians to tell others about their beloved Lord Jesus Christ.

				But none of this is surprising to believers, because Jesus said it would happen:

				“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. Remember the words I spoke to you: “No ser-vant is greater than his master.” If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teach-ing, they will obey yours also. They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the one who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin. Now, however, they have no excuse for their sin. He who hates me hates my Father as well. If I had not done among them what no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. But now they have seen these miracles, and yet they have hated both me and my Father. But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: “They hated me without reason.

				“When the Counselor comes, whom will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me; but you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning” (John 15:18-27).
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				Mission Accomplished

				Jesus would not have sent His Church on this daring mission without giving them the power to accomplish it. This is one of the reasons for His sending the Holy Spirit. Even if believers are arrested and taken before atheistic courts, the Holy Spirit will be there with them, to give them the words of wisdom and testimo-ny to say.	

				“On account of me,” Jesus tells His Church, “you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. And the gospel must first be preached to all na-tions. Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say what-ever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit” (March 13:9-11).

				Here, too, Jesus tells the Church that the mission of carrying the gospel to the world will be accomplished. Not long after-wards, the end of the age will come and Christ will return to planet earth “and then the end will come,” Jesus is quoted saying in Matthew 24:14.

				More and more Christians are beginning to believe that the gospel could be preached to all nations in order to accomplish the Great Commission in this generation. They base their be-lief on the tremendous evangelistic movement on the part of the Church in many areas of the world.

				Luke Skywalker and his fellow followers of the Force ac-complished their daring mission to free Princess Leia and their countrymen from the bondage of the Imperial government. In like manner, the Church has been promised by Jesus Christ that it will succeed in preaching the gospel to all nations of the world—the good news that through His resurrection power He can save men from their sins and from spending eternity under the bondage of Satan.

				 

				 * * * * *
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